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Why Do A Lot of Small Farmer Duplications Form in Land Transfer ?

ZHENG Yangyang' , WANG Liming**

(1. College of Economics and Management China Agricultural University , Beijing 100083
2. Institute o f Agricultural Economics and Development ,Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences,Beijing 100081 ,China)

Abstract: Land transfer is one of the prerequisites for realizing large-scale operation. However,a large number
of small farmers copy in land transfer, which affects the quality and effect of land transfer. This paper employs 2
553 farmer questionnaires from 12 provinces (autonomous regions) to analyze the status and causes of small—scale
farmers’ duplication in land transfer in detail. The study found that (1) the area of cultivated land transferred by ru-
ral households is not large, about 60. 3% of the total transferred households have a transferred area of 20 mu or
less,and about 74. 38 % have 5 mu or less,while 74% of the total number of transferring-out houscholds still oper-
ate land. (2) Developed agricultural production division makes production more convenient, cultural traditions form
path dependence, endowment effects create “value illusions”,and imperfect public services make uncertainties in the
future leading to transfer of households to some land. Rural society restricts the scope of land transfer and increases
business risks. Risk perception leads to the transfer of households to small-scale land, thereby forming small farmer
duplication.

Key words: land transfer;small farmer duplication;production division;endowment effect;local society
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