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The Practice Review and Theoretical Reflection on Rural Governance Modernization

HAN Pengyun

(Academy of Chinese Ecological Progress and Forestry Development Studies, Nanjing Forestry University, Nanjing 210037, China)

Abstract: In the context of the strategy of rural vitalization, the practice of rural governance modernization by
the local governments has been thoroughly carried out. The modernization process of rural governance system takes
on the mechanisms below: the quasi-bureaucratization of the governance system, the standardization of the govern-
ance process and the technicalization of the governance means. Meanwhile the modernization process of rural gov-
ernance capacity characterizes the following mechanisms: the elitism of the leadership capacity, the communitization
of the service capacity and the specialization of the public administration capacity. However, differences exist a-
mong the eastern, central and western districts in China, both regionally and developmentally. And there is an im-
balance between the practice of rural governance modernization and the social background of the country, causing
some accidental consequences. So based on this reality, it’s essential for us to reflex on the current theories on
state power construction and lay emphasis on the tradition of simple governance. And besides, in order to realize
the transformation of rural governance more smoothly, we’re supposed to reach a desirable coordination between
state power construction and the tradition of simple governance via a series of paths including reforming the rural
relation, boosting the autonomy sinking and strengthening the democracy at the grassroots level.

Key words: rural governance modernization; governance system; governance capacity; state power construc-

tion; simple governance
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