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Abstract: The rapid development of information communication technology, represented by mobile phones
and the internet, expanding information access channels and reducing transaction costs, will have a profound im-
pact on farmers’ choice of marketingchannels. Based on the survey data of 1 263 rural households in two major
vegetable producing provinces Shandong and Hebei, this study used A Probit model to empirically analyze the im-
pact of information communication technology on farmers’ choice of marketing channels. The results show that;
first, there is heterogeneity in the characteristics of peasant households with or without access to information com-
munication technology, as well as those who actively or passively acquire information. Farmers using information
communication technology increases the probability of selling products through middlemen and cooperatives, re-
ducing the probability of self-selling channels. Active information acquisition has a positive impact on cooperative
channels, but has a significant negative impact on self-selling channels. Second, the transaction cost is generally
related to the cooperative channel. The higher transaction cost, the more farmers are willing to choose the coopera-
tive channel. The transaction cost of each dimension has a significant impact on the farmers’ sales channel selec-
tion. Based on this, the government should further increase the penetration rate of information communication
technology . strengthen informatization in rural areas. pay attention to the construction of information sources such
as the collection and distribution of market information, enhance the information literacy among farmers, reduce
their transaction costs, and increase the farmers’ participation in the market.

Key words: information communication technology; marketing channel; farmer; transaction cost
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