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The Impacts and Enlightenments on China’s Agriculture From the Sino-US Trade War

DU Juan

(School of Law, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract; In recent years, trade frictions between China and the United States have been frequent. In March
2018, the United States officially announced the imposition of tariffs on Chinese imports of 60 billion US dollars
based on the results of the “301 investigation”, which triggered the Sino-US trade war. The surface inducement of
the US trade war is a long-standing trade imbalance between China and the United States and a huge trade deficit.
However, through analysis, the trade deficit is not the real cause of the Sino-US trade war. In fact, behind the
growing Sino-US trade war, it is the fear and suppress from the United States against China’s rise and develop-
ment, it is a kind of competition that the United States targets China in the global strategy. The core purpose is to
suppress the “Made in China 2025” plan. China’s countermeasure is mainly the taxation of imported agricultural
products from the United States. This has also had a certain impact on China’s agricultural trade, but the impact is
limited. At the same time, the trade war has also exposed certain problems in China's agriculture, that as a large
agricultural country, China has faced the problem of insufficient domestic supply on certain agricultural products
and relies heavily on imports. For that, China should actively promote structural reform on agriculture, promote
scientific and technological innovation and expand agricultural opening up in the future, at the same time, China
should also improve its agricultural trade policy system, and seize the opportunity of this trade war to renegotiate
new fair and reasonable rules of international agricultural trade and investment to solve these problems.

Key words: Sino-US trade war; trade deficit; tariff measures; agricultural trade; Chinese agriculture
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