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The Multi-directionality of the Development of Agricultural Production
Operator and Its Enlightenment

——— Analysis Based on the History of World Agricultural Development

SUN Xinhua', LIU Qiuwen',ZHOU Juan®

(1. College of Humanities &. Social Development /Collaborative Innovation Research Center for
Shaanzi Rural Governance and Social Construction » Northwest A&F University . Yangling » Shaanazi 7121005
2. Department of Sociology . Huazhong Agricultural University , Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract: The mainstream theory holds that the direction of the development of agricultural production opera-
tors is that the replacement of small farmers by large-scale production operators, or that small farmers will com-
pletely exclude large-scale business entities. This one way theory is the result of universalization of conclusions that
will be drawn under specific time and space conditions. and lacks solid empirical support. The history of world ag-
ricultural development shows that the direction of the development of agricultural business entities is multi-direc-
tional, that is, small farmers, medium-scale production operators and large-scale production operators will coexist
for a long time. Three agricultural production structures led respectively by large-medium-and small-scale produc-
tion operators have formed. The enlightenment of this conclusion to China’s agricultural development is that China
is more likely to form a situation in which the dominant small farmers coexist with the medium-scale production
operators and large-scale production operators. Therefore, the relationship between the three types of agricultural
management entities will constitute an important issue in China’s agricultural development.

Key words: agricultural production operator; small farmer; medium-scale production operator; large-scale pro-

duction operator
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