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Status and Effects of Parents’ Education Involvement in Western Rural Families
——Empirical Research Based on Ninggiang County (2017) Data of Shaanxi Province

MEI Hong, WANG Xuan, SI Ruyu
(School of Public Policy and Administration, Xi’an Jiaotong University s Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract; In the central and western regions of China, the children there were left behind and at boarding
school commonly, and they usually lack of parents-children communication. In this context, the study examines
the impact of different methods of involvement from father and mother on the academic achievements of rural mid-
dle school students. Based on the survey among 4 643 rural middle school students in 5 schools of N county,
Shaanxi province in December 2017, in which the data are divided into five different types according to the differ-
ence of left-behind status and boarding conditions, we found that the parents’ emotional involvement could signifi-
cantly improve the academic level of all kinds of students, while varying in degrees. Among them, emotional in-
volvement of parents has the greatest influence on the academic level of left-behind students; Both parents’ cogni-
tive involvement significantly negatively affects students’ academic performance, and parents’ cognitive involve-
ment has a greater negative impact on boarding students’ academic performance. In terms of behavior involve-
ment, the behavior involvement of mother only has a significant positive impact on the academic level of non left-
behind and commuting students. Based on the above conclusions, this study proposes corresponding solutions for
the problems in education of rural families in the central and western regions. and provides specific suggestions for
parents.

Key words: parents’ involvement; academic achievements; rural education; left-behind children; lodging in

school
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