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Change of Livestock and Poultry Industry in China’s Modernization Process
—— Modernity of Livestock and Poultry Industry and Public Life Needs in Jiangsu
During the Period of the Republic of China

ZHU Guannan

(Institute of Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University s Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: Based on the perspectives of socio-economic history and history of animal husbandry science and
technology, an in-depth discussion was conducted on the modernization of livestock and poultry industry in Jiangsu
during the period of the Republic of China. In that period, the development of urban groups along the Yangtze
River in Jiangsu and residents increasing demand for livestock and poultry products stimulated the development of
the livestock and poultry industry in rural places in Jiangsu, which emerged the “suburb husbandry circle”. Some
of the traditional farmers had turned into specialized breeding households. The rapid increase of the demand in live-
stock and poultry consumption had also promoted the development of the livestock and poultry industry in the hin-
terland of Jiangsu. The traditional rural economy emerged as an economic structure of farming, handicraft and ani-
mal husbandry industry, which had changed the traditional economic status of the livestock and poultry industry as
a sideline. The introduction of new breeds of livestock and poultry in modern Jiangsu and the popularization of ani-
mal husbandry technology had ensured the continued development of the livestock and poultry industry in Jiangsu
and overcome the economic involution in densely populated areas.

Key words: the period of the Republic of China; livestock and poultry industry in Jiangsu; history of animal

science and technology
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