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Houji and Xiannong: Connotations of God of Agriculture in

National Ceremonies and Its Historical Evolution in Qin and Han Dynasties
ZHANG Junjie
(College of Art, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, China)

Abstract: Houji and Xiannong are the most important agricultural God in ancient China. Some change occurred
in the national ceremonies in Qin and Han dynasties. In the pre Qin period, “Houji”, as the cultural symbol of
Saturnalia and Zhou ancestor, is the early natural worship transformation results to the ancestors, declaring the or-
thodox position of Zhou clan of kingship. “Xiannong” is a folk Saturnalia in the Warring States period. Due to the
“unified” religious order demands, “Xiannong” gradually merged with ancient legends of Shennong and Emperor
Yan, etc. With the combination of the “Yin Yang” and the five elements of “Five Virtues”and other ideological
transformation, its status is rising, eventually become a“universal” representative of the national sacrifice in impe-
rial era.

Key words: national sacrifice; god of agriculture; the period of the Qin and Han Dynasties
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