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E-commerce Platform, Acquaintance Society and Rural Distinctive Industrial Clusters
Case Study of “Taobao Villages” in Shaji Town

XUE Zhou, GENG Xianhui*
(School of Economics and Management s Nanjing Agricultural University , Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: Though some rural areas are not equipped with industrial foundation, with the help of e-commerce,
these areas have developed distinctive industrial clusters from scratch. This study targets at Taobao villages of
Shaji town in Jiangsu. On the basis of field investigation, this study analyzes the formation mechanism of rural dis-
tinctive industrial clusters under the background of e-commerce. The research found that the rural characteristic in-
dustrial cluster grows up relying on the e-commerce platform, and the e-commerce platform plays an important role
in the formation of Taobao villages for it effectively solves farmers’ problems on market access. Social network
based on the social construction of rural acquaintances provides a convenient environment for the diffusion of tech-
nologies here, so that skills about opening online stores, processing and manufacturing spread rapidly among vil-
lagers. With the characteristics of e-commerce platform and acquaintance society, most peasants first choose to en-
ter the low risk and low risk sales link after the accumulation of capital and technology in the sales segment. As the
scale expands, according to the industrial chain, a specialization of labor has emerged, further promoting the for-
mation of clusters,

Key words: e-commerce platform; acquaintance society; rural distinctive industrial clusters; “Taobao village”;

Shaji
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