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Rural Old Drifters’ Flowing Mechanism and Survival Picture
XU Jiaming"**, HUA Xuecheng®*

(1. School of Social and Behavioral Science . Nanjing University . Nanjing 210023
2. Faculty of Humanities , Huaiyin Institute of Technology » Huaian, Jiangsu 223003;
3. North Jiangsu Development Research Institute , Huaian, Jiangsu 223001, China)

Abstract; “The Old Drifters” is a special type of floating population, specifically refers to the elderly and quasi
elderly from their rural home to the city of their children working and living mainly in order to help their children
to take care of the grandchildren. “The Old Drifters” is a group with strong heterogeneity, and it can be classified
according to different standards. Through in-depth interviews of 18 “Old Drifters” in X community of H city in
Jiangsu province, we find that “The Old Drifters”come from the interaction of two forces including the needs of fil-
ial generation and the response of father generation in the background of traditional division of family gender roles
disappeared in the industrial society, reshaping the Chinese intergenerational relations in the transition period by a
unique way of “the parent to offspring”, so the survival state of “The Old Drifters” shows an uncommon picture of
both happiness and worry. With the development and expansion of “The Old Drifters”, the future whereabouts of
this group should arouse the attention and foresight of the whole society.

Key words: Old Drifters; separation of people and household registration; flowing mechanism; survival picture
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