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The Structural Decoupling and Reconstruction of Rural Public

Lang Property Right System
——A Case Study of G Village in South Jiangxi

LIU Jian, WU Licai

(Institute of Political Science, Central China Normal University , Wuhan 430075, China)

Abstract: The construction of rural land property right system is the process of dynamic equilibrium realized
by actor’s strategic action in the structured field. Based on analysis of public land disputes in G village, we found
that the rural public property right system had undergone a structural transformation from “contractual property
right” to “egoistic property”under the background of urbanization. In the practice stage of “contractual property
right”, the settlement of communal dispute relied on the traditional norms of the village and the definition of the
village membership right, the village communes were generally in the category of “ancestral rights”. In the practice
stage of “egoistic property”, the villagers made a choice of different property rights rules in different fields, the
definition of village public property right need to rely on “strong possession” principle. Because the peasants’ land
property rights cognition hovered in the field of “moral reason” and “economic rationality”, the definition of the
property rights of the village fell into the paradox of the legitimacy disorder, which led to the structural decoupling
of the rural public property right system. In the current practice of rural land property reform, it is necessary to
define the attributes of different land property right reasonably, and then realize the interaction between state and
social relations and reconstruct the consensus of rural public property rights system.

Key words: public land disputes; contractual property right; egoistic property; property right system; legiti-

macy disorder
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