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Research on “Shortage of Migrant Workers”and “Lewis Turning Point”in China

TANG Xi' ,REN Zhijiang”
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Abstract: The deviation of the understanding of Lewis model is the main reason for the controversy over the e-
mergence of “Lewis turning point”in China since the two “shortage of migrant workers”in the new century. In
fact, the“Lewis turning point” has two main signs: Firstly, the rural surplus labor continues to decline. Secondly,
the level of agricultural wages has risen significantly. The empirical data in recent years show that China has indeed
entered this turning point. It is not only a challenge, but also an opportunity for China’s economic development.
In fact, crossing the “Lewis first turning point” not only means that China has changed from“the first demographic
dividend”stage to the“second demographic dividend” stage of transformation and upgrading, and thus bring us
many important conclusions and enlightenment. “Labor shortage”and “difficult employment”is mainly caused by
asymmetric labor supply and demand structure in China. In the new phase of China’s rural surplus labor force from
unlimited supply to limited surplus, the Party and government should strive to unlock the “second demographic
dividend”by vigorously strengthening all kinds of education training. We should make efforts to eliminate barriers
to the transfer and flow of labor and create a unified labor market in urban and rural areas as soon as possible. The
Party and the government should plan, deploy and promote the work of“public entrepreneurship, masses” innova-
tion”more comprehensive scientific and systematic, under the condition of the new era, for our success of across the
“Lewis second turning point”,

Key words: shortage of migrant workers; Lewis turning point; labor market; transformation and upgrading
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