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How Does Survival Rationality Influence Peasant Households
in Production With Differences?

FANG Ping, ZHOU Li~
(School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development » Renmin University of China » Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Facing the threat of food safety, peasant households redefine the differential production behaviors of
“production for the home” and “production for the market”. Based on the reflection of the Economic Man assump-
tion, this paper argues that peasant households express the survival rationality to guarantee their own food safety.
With the data collected from 827 peasant households in five provinces of China, it analyzes the motivations of peas-
ant households’ differential production behaviors. The paper also describes the major characteristics of differential
production behaviors, and measures food safety self-protection awareness, threat perception and information chan-
nels of the households. Using Probit model, the paper discusses and validates the following proposition; Survival
Rationality, which is characterized by food safety self-protection consciousness, governs differential production be-
haviors to guarantee their own consumption safety.

Key words: survival rationality; differential production; one family, two systems; food safety
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