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“Balance Account”; Explore the Model of Farmer-led Farmland Property Right Reform

TIAN Meng

(Research Center of China Rural Governance, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract:In the actual process of farmland property right reform, the policy supplied by the central
government is always used and transformed creatively by the local organizations, which resulted in the
“balance account” logic of sociology. Usually the local organizations repeatedly convene meetings of the
villagers, making democratic consultation and taking into account the diversified interests and aspirations
of the villagers, to develop a feasible implementing scheme of the farmland property right. By this way,
the local organizations not only completed the top-down task of the government, but also achieved the bot-
tom-up goal of the farmers which is about rationalizing the internal relationship. The contradiction between
the changing of village community and the preference of the national land policy and land using is the rea-
son why the villages need the “balance account” which is mainly the regularization of land tenure. The
“balance account” is the core mechanism to ensure social stability of the rural area, and is also an effective
method to solve the current problems concerning agriculture, rural areas and farmers and the difficulties in
the process of the national policy implementation in the countryside.

Key words: property; land property rights reform; balance account; regularization of land tenure



